, non-commissioned officers, and men. The total number of admissions to hospital was 183,598, the total deaths, 1,881, and the total number of men finally discharged from the service on account of disease and injuries was 4,922. The admissions represent a ratio of 758-l per 1,000 of strength as above ; the deaths one of 7'13 per 1,000 on a strength of 203,888, which includes men not
shown in the returns received. In 1902 the admission ratio was 751"9 and the death-rate 7-52 per 1,000, while for the decennial period from 1893 to 1902 the corresponding ratios were 927'4 and 8-57 respectively. The In the South African Command, with an average strengthof 27,G80, the admission, deaths, and constantly sick rateswere 797*8, 11*06, and 60-03 per 1,000 respectively. In order of frequency the most important causes of admission werediseases of the digestive system, injuries, venereal diseases,, diseases of the skin, enteric fever, influenza, diseases of therespiratory system, dysentery, and rheumatism. Entericprevalence usually begins in October, and declines aboutMay. As in India, so is the teaching of South African experience that the key to the prevention of this disease isthe prevention of soil pollution. Polluting the soil of camps or barracks, or of their surroundings, should be regarded as a very grave offence, and perfection should be aimed at in connection with latrine arrangements, and in regard to themethods used for the removal and disposal of the excreta and refuse. In proportion as the ideal is approached inthese matters, so will the chances of enteric fever making itsappearance be lessened. In Ceylon the health of the troopswas good. In India there was a decrease in the admission,, mortality, constantly sick and invaliding rates. The chief' causes of sickness, as usual, were malarial fevers and venereal, diseases, which together caused 47*74 per cent, of the admissions for all diseases. In Egypt the admission and constantly sick rates were higher and the mortality rate lower than 1902, and all were lower than the decennial average^ rates.
